Harding University

Scholar Works at Harding
The Bison

Archives and Special Collections

2-28-2014

The Bison, February 28, 2014

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.harding.edu/thebison

Recommended Citation
The Bison, February 28, 2014. (2014). Retrieved from https://scholarworks.harding.edu/thebison/1838

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open
access by the Archives and Special Collections at Scholar
Works at Harding. It has been accepted for inclusion in
The Bison by an authorized administrator of Scholar
Works at Harding. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@harding.edu.

A HARDING UNIVERSITY ST UDE NT PUBLICATION
NEWS • • •••• • •••• 2A
OPIN IONS . • • • • • • 3&4 A '

February 28, 2014
Vol. 89, No. 14

SPORTS • • • • •••• • 1 & 28

~

FEATURES • • • • • • • • • • 38

~

CAMPUS LIFE •• • ••••• 48
~

~~~~~!!!!!!!'!"!~~.....---~~
ARKANSAS HEALTHCARE SERIES, PART THREE

Private option continues to struggle in Arkansas House
by Bradley Cain
beat reporter

Jared Dryden
copy editor

The Arkansas House has not
yet passed the appropriation bill
that includes the private option
plan for Medicaid expansion,
despite voting on the issue four

House has not voted again on the
bill, despite having opportunities
every day this week.
Every day the House meets,
it is a "game-time decision"
whether to vote on the bill or
not, according to Speaker of the
House Davy Carter. If the bill is
not passed, $89 million in funds
must be cut from the next budget.

times in the past two weeks.
Arkansas legislation requires 75
percent of each legislative body
to pass appropriation bills.
According to the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette, the Arkansas
Senate passed the bill 27- 8 last
week. In the House, the vote hit
a high of 72 in favor of the bill
last Thursday. Since then, the

This is especially problematic
considering that a recent tax cut
will remain in place regardless
of the bill's success, according
to www.healthaffairs.org.
Arkansas Governor M ike
Beebe said he hopes other states
considering similar health care
approaches to Arkansas' are not
concerned that the bill is having

trouble being passed. He attributes
the bill's lack of success to the
abnormally high supermajority
requirement, not opposition to
the bill.
According to the Arkansas
T imes, a bill detailing the state's
funding of the Medicaid program
must be passed by March 6, when
the fiscal session will end.

Following protests, arrests,

Ukraine ousts president
by Kalvin Graham
student writer

Three months of anti-government
protests in the capital ofUkraine came
to a head last weekend as protesters
took control of critical government
buildings and the presidential residence.
Protesters took to the streets in late
November, objecting the pro-Russian
policies of former president Viktor
Yanukovych.
Following mass arrests on Nov.
30, between 800,000 and one million
Ukrainians filled Kiev's Independence
Square to show support for joining
the European Union, according to
the BBC. Snipers deployed by the
former president and the Ministry of
the Interior opened fire on the protesters on Feb. 20 as they approached
parliament, leaving 88 dead. In the
days since, Ukraine has found itself
politically torn between Russia and
the West (BBC).
With the former president on the
run since Saturday and a warrant out
for his arrest, questions about what is
next for Ukraine are being raised by
Russia, the West and, most importantly,
Ukrainians themselves. According to
the Guardian, the country has become
divided between Russia and the EU
with the western half of the country
favoring an EU-based, democratic
fut ure, while the East and South,
speciiically the autonomous region of
Crimea, have openly pledged support

VIRGINIA "VIVI" VITALONE I THE BISON
Freshman Penny Turpin, who plays one of the five witches in "Macbeth," brews up some toil and
trouble dur ing rehearsal on Wednesday night. "Macbeth" opened on the Ulrey stage last night.

HU ·theatre a kles he
dark world of 'Macbeth'
by Cole Mokry
opinions editor

This weekend, the Ulrey
P er forming Arts Cen~er
is h osting a production
ofWilliam Shakespeare's
"Macbeth."
This is the first time in
10 years Harding has put on
one of Shakespeare's works,
according to director Britton
Lynn, associate professor of
theatre.''Macbeth''was selected
because of its recognition as
one of Shakespeare's greatest
tragedies and its sinister nature,
which causes it to stand out
amongst the generally upbeat
tone of previous Harding
productions.
To help refresh the play, ·
which was written in 1606,
the th eatre department is
inco~rating new technology
into the play.
"We're slowly moving
into the world of projected
scenery," Lynn said. 'We tried
it for the first time last year,
and we're doing it again for
Macbeth to see what we're
capable 0£"
D avid Goble, a senior
theatre major, is playing the
role ofMacbeth. He said the
production will include smoke,
lighting and choreographed
stage combat that makes it a
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VIRGINIA "VIVI" VITALONE I THE BISON
Macbeth, played by senior David Goble, walks into a circle
of witches during rehearsal on Wednesday night.

truly interactive experience.
'We do some serious stage
combat in the show; there's
blood, some people die on
stage," Goble said. "There's
one moment in particular I'm
excited about. Ifthe audience
is sleeping, it'll wake them up."
JamesMorgan,asophomore
marketing major who plays
Banquo, said the darker nature
ofthe play has encouraged the
cast to take the production
more seriously.
"There's not much in the
way of comedy in this play,"
Morgan said. "Comedy is
more natural for people of
our generation, but being
serious is a bit more of a
challenge."
The costumes for "Macbeth" were designed by a
group of students for a class
project, which Lynn said is

highly unusual and was a
new experience for everyone
involved. Very few changes
were made to the script,
holding true to the original .
Shakespearean dialogue.1his
was done intentionally to
maintain the dramatic feel
of the play.
"'Macbeth' is the leas t
flowery of Shakespeare's
tragedies; it's compactly
written and the least poetic,"
Lynn said. "Shakespeare deliberately uses language that
reads like a haunted house.
You can't just tell the story of
Macbeth without getting into
this otherworldly dimension."
Tickets for "Macbeth" are
on sale at hardingtickets.com
for $10 or free with a CAB
passport. Show times are Feb.
28 at 7 p.m. and March 1 at
2 and 7 p.m.

STREET RESURFRClnG Rno lfi1PROVEfi1Effrs
Many streets ha ve not been resurfaced in 25 years, non since 20l
Approximately 150 miles of streets at approximat ely $120,000 pc-r
mile to r esurface.
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POLICE PRTROL VEHICLES
Create an annual replacement program.

RELOCRTE FIRE STRTIOn
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Better location will improve response times. Continued ISO l
rating and accreditation make it necessary.

OUTDOOR OL Yfi1PIC SIZED POOL Rno REL RTED fRCIL1Tlf s
Provide pool compleY tha t replaces the 1966 pool ttiat was
closed due to age·related maintenance issues.

STRFFlnG nu:os
Competitively hire and retain quality employees.

BISON
BASEBALL

BISONS
FOR CHRIST

TOWN
AND GOWN

Baseball team strives
to improve, continue
strong season.

Executive board talks
theme, what to expect for
annual day of service.

Part one of a series about
the cooperation between
Harding and Searcy.
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to Russia. In the Southeast, the city
of Sevast opol, home to a Russian
naval base and around 25,000 Russian
troops, has raised a Russian flag atop
city hall and begun forming militias
to intimidate Kiev's pro-West revolutionaries, according to The Guardian.
U.S. national security adviser Susan
Rice warned Russia that it would be a
"grave mistake" to deploy its military
in the region, according to CNN. The
warning was acknowledged by Russia,
which then seized the opportunity
to throw a diplomatic punch West:
"W e have seen the expert evaluations of Susan Rice, which are based
on repeated U.S. military interventions
in multiple places around the world,
especially where the U.S. administra tion is of the opinion that the norms
of W estern democracy are in danger
or ruling regimes begin too clearly
'to get out of hand'," a Russian foreign ministry official said, according
to non-governmental news source
Interfax.
Arina Pluzhnivoka, a 26-year-old
in Kiev, said the Ukranian people have
been unified through the revolution.
"Everybody (does) something for
another, (gives) help to each other,"
Pluzhnivoka said . "Everybody who
wants and can {brings) food, warm
clothes, medical (supplies) and other
things to (Independence Square).
We ch anged with this revoiution.
W e want to be a happy country - an
independent country."
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Club helps wo01en
work out together
by Elizabeth Harper
student writer

ASHEL PARSONS I THE BISON ARCHIVES
Sophomore John Hudson does lawn work for Bisons for Christ on April 10, 2013. Bisons for Christ is an annual
day of service hosted by the Rock House for Harding students.

Rock House preps for Bisons for Christ
by Marianna Woodruff

Bisom• for Christ gives yo~

student writer

opportunity to put Into
ac:tlon everything you've
been learning In your Bible
c::lassef; and devos. It's a
vital part of putting our
faith into practice.

other students that comes together
to make decisions for promotions,
involvement, projects and more.
The Rock House will put on its
"Bisons for Christ gives you an
seventh annual Bisons for Christ opportunity to put into action evservice day on April 2.
erything you've been learning in your
Junior Botham Jean, an intern Bible classes and devos," McGuire
at the Rock House, is in charge said. "It's a vital part of putting our
of assemblies and involvement for faith into practice. It also really helps
Bisons for Christ.
your relationships with your fellow
He is working to get the word out students."
and get students encouraged about
The tentative theme for Bisons
for Christ is "The Second Mile."
s<:rving others.
Jean wants to make sure Bisons Originally, the student committee
for Christ is organized well, and he voted for the theme to be "The Extra
wants to recruit people who have Mile." However, given that that is
the skills to make the day a success. the name of the new fitness comAccording to Jean, the service day petition that social clubs on campus
typically involves every social club are participating in, the committee
on campus as well as Bible study is rethinking the name of the theme.
groups, campus organizations and
Jean said the whole point of Biother various student led groups.
sons for Christ is getting students
Freshman Madie McGuire is involved in service and making a
looking to get involved in a project point to show how service is involved
on April 2. She is also on an ex- in Christian life. He said that this is
ecutive committee with about 30 one day in the year that is set aside to

iUl
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Madie McGuire,

freshman
show what service means. Bisons for
Christ gets students to realize what
it feels like to be of service to other
people and to God.
The goal is to get students involved
in service now and hopefully for the
rest of their lives. The day is to be
a springboard to launch students
into service.
"You build connections with
those you serve - connections that
last,"Jean said. "The Christian faith
doesn't just stay on this campus; our
faith goes into the community. That
is what Bisons for Christ does, and
hopefully the service that is done is
something that will last."

Women Run Arkansas
is hosting its 14th annual
running and walking clinic
beginning Monday.March 3.
WRA is a ·statewide
non-profit running and
walking club designed to
promote health and fitness
to the women ofArkansas
through exercise.
The clinic is free and will
take place at the Harding
track on Mondays and
Thursdays at S:30 p.m. The
clinic will last 10 weeks
and will conclude with a
walk/run SK on Saturday,
May 10 in Conway.
"The purpose of this
clinic is to get women
from all around the state
of Arkansas (to be) more
active," WRA trainer
Jennifer Pannell said. "It
provides every woman with
a support group."
The WRA club has
over 40 clinics statewide,
and over 4,000 women
have participated. The
club encourages women
of all running levels to get
involved.
According to Pannell, it
is a great clinic for anyone,
whether they are slow walkers
or advanced runners.
"When I did the clinic,
I had not run consistently
in a long time,'' Harding
graduate Shannon Craddock
said. "So, I was a casual
runner looking to become
more committed."
Craddock said she loved
the clinic because running
with others is much more

enjoyable than running
alone. She said the clinic
is a great idea.
"I would suggest the
clinic to Harding women
who are new to running,"
Craddock said. "It was a
fun way to practice running
that (gives) you support and
self-confidence. If that is
what someone is looking
for, they would find it."
The WRA clinic helped
Craddock work toward
her first 5K, and she is
currently training for her
first half-marathon in April.
· "I would recommend
this clinic to any women
who want to get motivated,"
Pannell said. "It is a great
way to help people train
for their first SK."
Pannell said she likes
working with the clinic
because it helps people do
something for themselves.
According to Pannell,
about 180 women participated in the clinic last
year, and she is expecting
about the same number to
participate this year.
She said she got involved
working for the clinic after
being a participant a few
years ago.
She said she was offered
the job a couple years later
when the WRA no longer
had a leader for the group
in Searcy.
All WRA groups statewide will meet Saturday,
May 10 at 8 a.m. at Conway
High School West for the
final SK.
For more information
visit their website at www.
womenrunarkansas.net.

Tur01oil in Venezuela leads to protests, deaths
by Grant Schol
head photographer

H O USTON-A federal
judge in Texas declared on
Wednesday that the state's
ban on gay marriage was
unconstitutional. According
to the New York Times,
the judge said that there
is no legitimate reason to
deny gay couples the right
to marry.
DETROIT-After declaring bankruptcy last year,
Detroit is making an effort
to recover and reduce its $18
billion debt. According to
Time, the city's plans are to
cut pensions and payments
to creditors while making
investments in city services.

On Feb. 12 thousands of students took
part in National Youth Day by holding a
peaceful march, but it soon broke out into
wide spread protests across the nation of
Venezuela. Violence has continued to plague
the Latin American country. The event gained
global attention when three of the protesters,
many of whom were students, were killed in
a clash with government forces. The death toll
has risen to 13 in an event that is, according
to Reuters, the worst protest the country has
seen in a decade.
Though many of the protesters do so in
peace, the government has taken a firm stance
against opposition, causing violent clashes
between both sides.
According to CNN, the unrest can be traced
back to the social and economic problems
the nation has faced for some time. Both the
government and opposition blame each other
for the issues. Venezuela's president Nicolas
Maduro has attempted to quell the insurrection
by force. This is the most trying event that
Maduro has had to deal with since he took
office 11 months ago, after his predecessor,

Hugo Chavez, died of cancer. Maduro has
also called the demonstrators "Fascists" and
compared them to an infection to the nation.
CNN also said Maduro has attempted to
shift blame by pointing fingers at the United
States. He claims the protests were sparked by
U.S. officials, and on Feb. 21, Maduro ordered
three diplomats to leave the country. The U.S.
Department of State has denied these claims,
calling them baseless and false.
"The whole situation is a time bomb," Daniel
Mata, a senior missions major from Venezuela
said. "Tensions have been building, and it was
only a matter of time.
Mata is originally from Venezuela and much
of his family is still there.
Lisette Prato, a graduate student in the
mas ters· of reading program, grew up in
Venezuela, and much of her family still lives
there as well. According to Prato, who is in
close communication with her relatives, living
conditions within the country are very bad.
"People don't have basic needs," Prato
said. "Things like toilet paper and milk are '
impossible to find."
Prato is hopeful though, and believes that
"It's scary but it's good and is causing a lot of
the unrest is necessary for stability to finally prayer in my life," Prato said. "I believe this is
come to the country.
the only way the government will be changed."

For01er Searcy school nurse arrested for identity theft
by Tabor Hammond
student writer

Susan Boyce, S9, pled guilty after being
arrested in Howell Country, Mo. on Jan.
29. Boyce, a former Searcy public school
nurse, was wanted on one aggravated
identity theft account as well as five wire
fraud charges according to her September
2012 indictment.
Boyce, otherwise known as Suzanne
Pitts, became the Sidney Deener Elementary School nurse after submitting
her application allegedly using someone else's registered nurse's license and
misusing someone else's Social Security

•

number on her W-4 form. She practiced
as a registered nurse from Aug. 2007 June 2012.
"I am relieved that she is in custody,"
Dovie Baxter, the current school nurse
of Sidney Deener, said. "Her actions
affected so many people."
Many parents of children in the Searcy
school district have expressed concerns.
"I am overwhelmed and shocked,"
Jennifer Bates, a Searcy parent and kindergarten teacher, said. "I can't believe
she has gotten away with it for so long.
How did she get through the system,
and how far did she take her practice on
the kids? It just shows that we should all

have random testing done, background from the U.S. Department of Health and
checks and drug tests."
Human Services. Her trial is scheduled
In the duration of her time working to be March 3.
as a registered nurse, Boyce earned ap"To a mother, the absolute most important thing when looking for a school
proximately $17S,100.
Nicole Meredith, another Searcy public or a daycare is the well-being of your
school parent and Northstar customer child," Lexis Daniels, Searcy native and
service assistant, shared her thoughts.
parent, said. "While I think it is a great
"I'm livid that there were not more asset to have a nurse on hand, I would be
detailed background checks on employees," extremely disappointed to find out that I
Meredith said. "It is scary to think that left my child under the care of someone
anyone, regardless of medical training, who is a fraud. I feel like it is the school's
could have treated children who were responsibility to fully investigate their
sick or hurt."
employees."
Boyce was picked up in Howell CounThe maximum penalty for wire fraud
ty, Mo., after local police received a tip is 20 years in prison .
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On the Road to Oz
hannah robison neled all of my energy
into performing the rest
of the show as flawlessly
as possible. I gave it my
all, and I also bawled my
eyes out when the musical
ended, and I knew that
the show was over and
t one point in life had to go on. I had
time, I skipped graduation and a summer
down a yellow of working at camp to
brick road and helped a look forward to, so it was
scarecrow, tin man and not too difficult.
Now, four years later,
lion find their brain, heart
and courage. I sang and I look back on those
laughed and helped defeat memories and I cannot
the Wicked Witch of help but laugh at how
West. I also became livid much has changed and
at Toto.as he nearly pulled how far I have come.
me offstage in the middle (And hopefully how I am
of my solo, "Somewhere no longer a total drama
Over the Rainbow." As queen.) Yet in some ways,
soon as the song was over, I am still a little girl on
. having lost my place in a journey in search of a
the music and singing magical land where I will
the wrong lyrics with discover the truth in life
the wrong notes, I threw and bring my friends to
my basket aside, handed it as well. At least now I
over Toto to one of my am not doing everything
fellow actors and went to in ruby red sparkly heels.
I have learned through
stand-in my little house,
waiting for scene II . I the past four years at
fumed and tried to hold Harding that there are
back the tears as my last much greater things in life
performance as Dorothy than being the star of the
in "The Wizard of Oz" show or losing your lead
was hopelessly ruined.
song to a Cairn Terrier
After quickly gaining puppy. I gained a great
my composure, I chan- big dose of humility that

A

Daniel Casella
Michael Claxton
Shelby Daniel
Kalvin Graham
Zach Hailey
Tabor Hammond
Elizabeth Harper
Mandy Vale~tine
Julie Anne White
Marianna Woodruff
At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the
Harding University student body with integrit y, truth and open ears. However, we believe
t hat meeting that goal is a two-way street
between our staff and the public it serves.
We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open
to what our community has to say and hope
that, in return, that community will be an
interactive audience, sharing its stories with
us. We also pledge to do the basics: Report
accurate and relevant information, check
our facts, and share them in a professional,
timely manner.
If you have any story ideas, questions,
comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Lyndsey Ruble Nuckols, the
editor-in ·chief, at lruble@harding.edu.
"The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published
weekly (except vacations, exams and
summer sessions) , 18 issues per year, by
Harding University. Periodicals postage paid
at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to The Bison, Harding
University 11192, SEARCY, AR 721490001 ."

"I was
raised by a
television"

I Want It All
And I Want It
Now

I

have noticed that we have become a
less-patient people. We hate standing
in line, watching commercials, being
held up in traffic and especially, if you're
anything like me, waiting for food.
We live in a society that is obsessed with
instant gratification - it's practically built
into our subconscious to want things right
away. I am not going to pretend I'm not
guilty of this as well; I hate waiting more
than five seconds for pretty much anything.
Our generation as a whole could probably
be diagnosed with ADD. The other night I
was watching TV with friends, and as soon
as a commercial came on, everyone instantly
became enraptured with the.i r phones. We
can't stand not to be engaged for even 30
seconds.
Instant gratification is cool. Doing what
I want when I want is a great thing that I
will always appreciate. But is it better for
you? When we become impatient with
inanimate objects like the TV during a
particularly long commercial, it conditions
us to become impatient with each other, and
that's not so good.
I don't want to complain about technology.
to blame for our generation's decrease in
patience. I don't have the answer for why we
want things right away, but I do have a few

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • suggestions on how to regain your patience.
1. Read a book. This is good life advice,
but it's also a very disciplined activity. Amidst
classes, homework, club activities, part-time
jobs and a social life, it is almost impossible
to find time to read anything longer than a
tweet. If you can make time to sit down for
Field, First Security Sta- with ease, and I think that
15 minutes every day to read a book, you'll
dium and Stevens Soccer is pretty cool.
feel great when you finish it.
L as t , but not least,
Complex. Do not take
2. Don't use a microwave. This sounds
this free entertainment get involved. There is so
less like a helpful tip and more like a confor granted.
much to do on campus.
spiracy theory. Microwaves are fine, but I
Not only are the Join a club, volunteer,
have noticed they have an influence on how
sporting events great, but get an on-campus job
long I'm willing to wait for something. Why
the people at Harding, or go on a spring break
slow-cook a meal when you can microwave
especially your professors, mission trip. When is
it for 30 seconds? Because microwaves cause
are some of the best you the next time you will be
you to scream in frustration when your
will ever meet. They are ~ble to jet off to Jamaica
freezer-to-stomach ratio is less than five
here for you. Yes, they for a week? Not only are
minutes, that's why.
make a paycheck while there tons of events go3. Write letters to your friends.1his sounds
doing it, but they want ing on, but there are so
cheesy and unnecessary, and sometimes it
many organizations and
to help you out.
can be. If you see someone every day, what
We attend a university opportunities that can
would you have to say in a letter? I've been
full of Christian people expand your horizons.
exchanging letters with a friend from high
You h ave the world
who want you to succeed,
school since we graduated. We do use normal
and this cannot be said at your fingertips at this
platforms of communication as well, like
about every university in point in life, and I am a
texting and Snapchat, but try to have at least
the United States. Go to firm believer that there
one person with whom a primary source of
your professors, ask them is something occurring
communication is letters. It's more fun than
for help and build lasting on this campus that can
it sounds and it gives you something to look
relationships with them. help you better yourself
forward to when you check your mailbox.
Relationships are such a and maybe stretch your
4. Avoid being on your phone at social
huge part of the Harding comfort zone.
gatherings. It's a pet peeve of mine when
Everyone else has tons
experience; don't let these
people ask me to "hang out," which transchances to create bonds of classes too, so there
lates to "let's all sit in a circle and stare at
with professionals like really is no excuse not
our phones." At first it's weird being the
your professors pass you by. to join in on something
only person not browsing your Twitter feed;
Speaking of relation- that could improve your
you won't be sure what to do instead. My
ships, this is pretty much resume or just make you
roommate introduced me to the UNICEF
the last time that you a more friendly, outgoing
Tap Project. It provides a day of drinking
will have thousands of and well-rounded person.
water for every 10 minutes you don't touch
people surrounding you Netflix will still be there
your phone. Suggest doing this at your next
who are in the same phase when you get done.
outing; everybody wins.
of life as you are. Once
I can't guarantee that these suggestions
you get out of college, it
will change your whole life, but they will
is a lot more difficult to
keep you from having a nervous breakdown
build these relationships.
the next time you're stuck in line at the post
College is the one time MANDY VAl.ENTINE is a
office.
You're welcome.
when you can meet new guest writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted
people all the time and at avalent2@
COLE MOKRY is the opinions editor for the
slip into new friendships harding.edu.
Bison.

Don't Take Harding for
Granted

Katie Ramirez
faculty adviser

Ashley Blackstock

HANNAH ROBISON is the
PRand makefing di'ector
for Student Publications.
She may be contac1ec:I at:
hrobison@harding.edu.
Twitter:
@hannah_robison

Interested in writing an opinion?
Contact Cole Mo kry at jmokry@harding.edu

Megan Smith
volunteer writer

Reid Belew

day, and I have met many
milestones during my
college career that have
brought anger and tears.
But if there is one thing
that event taught me, it
is that when I fall, I must
pick myself up, dust off
the dog treats from my
blue gingham dress, let
the sh ow go on and let
the true Leader perform
the lead role.
T he musical version of
the words "Somewhere
Over the Rainbow" begins
with "when all the world
is a hopeless jumble and
the raindrops tumble all
aroun d , H eaven opens
a magic lane." So if you
are in the point in the
semester where you feel
that your world is a jumble
of hopelessness and the
rain is pounding on you,
just remember there is a
promised land "beyond
the sun, just a step beyond
the rain."

~~~~~~~~•••••••••••••••••••••··~ That~ not the point, and it~ not entirely

Bradley Cain
beat reporter

guest writers

cole mokry

H

arding students
have so many
great things
to take advantage of
on campus, but we let
them slip by all the time.
There are tons of campus
events going on, not to
mention the many little
things about the college
experience that make
Harding a great place
full of opportunity.
Sporting events are
often passed up. The
students who play on
the teams are most likely the best athletes you
personally know, and
you can attend games
for free thanks to your
student ID. The Harding
Lady Bisons basketball
team is ranked fourth
in the nation by WBCA.
Basketball attendance is
definitely higher than the
other sports, but we have
more than just two great
basketball teams on cam pus. If Harding students
would take advantage of
these free sporting events,
we could have a similar
atmosphere to that of the
Rhodes at Jerry Moore

BYLINE POLICY: The Bison provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the
byline "guest writers." Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest
writers' stories as they deem necessary, while still identifying the worlc as the guest writers' own.

He may be contacted at jmokry@
hardlng.edu.
Twitter: @jcolemokry
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The Lightbulb

How to get a
job at Google

A

recent New York Times opinion
editorial by Thomas Friedman
called "How to Get a Job at
Google" detailed the unconventional hiring
practices of one of the most innovative
companies in the world. Take a minute to
think about that topic: what do you have
to contribute to a company like Google?
In fact, what do you have to contribute to
any company at all?
According to the Google employee
quoted, GPAs and test scores are worthless
in predicting success of employees. Instead,
Google prefers to see applicants who have
not attended college but still manage to
succeed in their field.
Whywould that be? There are actually four
characteristics to explain: general cognitive
ability, emergent leadership, humility and
ownership and, least importantly, expertise.
While each characteristic addresses a
different quality of the ideal candidate, they
all seem to come back to a few key ideals,
according to Friedman.
Chiefly, and closely tied to creativity, Google wants to see people who are curious and
willing to learn. Employers want to see that
you are interested and driven and excited. I
don't know about you, but I don't see those
characteristics in a lot of peers in college.
But hey, apparently neither does Google.
Additionally, companies want employees
who are willing to learn and admit they
are wrong. For crying out loud, you are 22
years old. Stop acting like your bachelor's
degree makes you an expert in anything.Add
"humility" to that list of things non-college
grads do better than most of us.
Where does that leave us? Are you depressed? Don't be. You should be ready to
take action. Here's what you can do right
now to hone your creative skills and propel
yourself to the top of the hiring list.
Start a creative project. I've been referencing
creative projects all year, but maybe you don't
know where to start. Creative projects don't
necessarily need to create meaning in and of
themselves; if you are not yet comfortable
with your creativity, stait with something
that will acclimate you to the process of
critical thinking and creation.Try cooking,
drawing, graphic design, writing, acting or
playing an instrument.
Once your efforts are focused on something you truly enjoy, you'll have a much
easier time connecting outside disciplines
to what you're learning. When you are in
the middle of a creative project, everything
seems vibrantly and revolutionarily relevant
to what you're focused on. This will help you
realize the depth and complexity of issues;
it's easy to be humble when you see how
multifaceted a topic truly is.
Additionally, realize you aren't just "rightbrained" or "left-brained."There is no such
thing. Scientists agree that both hemispheres
of the brain are at work during the creative
process. Creativity isn't something someone
is born with; it's a lifestyle change you have
to choose to make. It means striving to pay
attention to the world around you (which
includes those boring gen-ed classes), because new information means new ways of
thinking, and new ways of thinking equate
to creativity and innovation. Similarly, embrace your personality type, but don't use it
to make excuses. Ifyou are extroverted, train
yourself to use free time productively; ifyou
are introverted, invest some time in learning
and practicing confident communication.
Now, what are your strengths? What
do you have to contribute to a workplace?
I honestly believe following the above advice will get you closer to answering these
questions. Once you know the answers,
find a way to showcase those talents and
unique contributions.Then go get that job
at Google.
LYNDSEY RUBLE NUCKOLS is the
editor-in-chief for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
lruble@harding.edu.
Twitter: @lyndseyrnuckols

By Jewelya Williams

HIP: Tour de France
ashley blackstock

international
programs
guest

Europe always seemed like a dream.
It was a totally different world. I have
wanted to see France since I was a little
girl. I am so blessed to finally be here. I
see God's wonder and grace everywhere,
and it is forcing me to try to see his grace
in the difficult and frustrating times.
There are only eight of us in the HIP
program. At first I thought I would hate
being in a small group, but I am loving
it. We all travel together, there are not
any awkward cliques, and we can break
off in any pair and be alright. We all just
get along. Even the adults and their kids
can just jump in and have fun wi.th us.
We have been traveling this first week
and actually do not head to Paris until
tomorrow. We have seen Nice, Cannes,
Avignon, Arles and Aix-en Provence.
The oceans in Nice had rocky beaches

and a lighter color, but they were absolutely stunning, and the rocks made
a gorgeous sound as the waves receded.
So far, Nice and Arles are my favorite.
Everything is so small and quaint: just
adorable.
The markets are fun too. Even though
the exchange rate is awfully annoying,
you can get water and lunch pretty
cheap at a market along with amazing
fruits and vegetables. They also have
wonderful spices and teas that are fresh
and delightful. The food is so much
healthier and really amazing. I had the
best pizza of my life yesterday in Arles.
A few things are a little difficult
sometimes, like getting water during
the day (we usually have to pay) and
finding a restroom. It has not been too
bad though. We just pay and go ifneed be
or we make new experiences, like going
in a field. Also, a ton of people smoke
here, so it is hard to avoid smelling it,
but it is usually not too bad for long.
They have lavender everywhere and it
smells amazing.
Most days we are free to just roam
and explore. It is great having Lauren
and Tyler Knight as our directors because

they are fairly young, and they have a
beautiful baby girl named Viola who
is with us this trip. She turned 1 year
old yesterday.
Today, the HUF director Robbie
Shackelford came and taught us a painting
technique, so we all sat and painted in
impressionist style and ate bread.
The people here all seem really
gorgeous. They just have a different
look about them and a different sense
of what to wear. Cute dogs are everywhere, and they often go in shops or
restaurants. Everyone is fairly friendly
for the most part.
I can not wait to get to Paris tomorrow
and be in our apartments. We have lived
out of a backpack for a week. I forgot
all of my toiletries and had to find new
interesting alternatives. We have also
been washing clothes in the sinks.
See you in eight weeks, America.
Next issue: sophomore Mary Vickers
from HUG
ASHLEY BLACKSTOCK is a guest
writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted a t
lblackstoc k@harding.edu.
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Send in the Clowns

n a classic episode of "Seinfeld,"
George Costanza attends a birthday party for a boy whose mother
has booked a professional clown to
entertain. As the reigning master of
awkward small talk, George chats with
Eric the Clown about his credentials.
Within minutes, the gaffe-prone
Costanza is upset that Eric has never
heard of Bozo, his favorite TV jester.
"How can you call yourself a clown,"
George rants, "and not know who
Bozo is?" Even though the red-haired
joke-smith was a staple of children's
television for years, Eric justifies his
ignorance. "Hey man," he explains,
"this is just a gig - it's not my life!"
The joke is all on George because as
usual, he cannot let this go. Eventually
his tirade causes Eric to accuse him of
being "hung up on some clown from the
sixties, man," and because later, when
a fire breaks out at the party, George
knocks children and old people out of
the way as he runs screaming from the
room. And yet the viewer can't help but
sympathize just a bit with our neurotic
hero, because Eric has so little passion
for his job and such blase contempt for
its heritage. A twenty-something punk
in a rainbow wig, Eric the Clown cares
even less about children than George
does. And he doesn't care at all about
the comic legends of the past.
It's always a rude awakening for a
man to realize that the heroes of his
youth are just meaningless names to
the next generation. (Just try making
"Seinfeld" references to today's teens
and be prepared for totally blank
stares - except from those who had
a proper upbringing.) But once upon a
time, kids had to request tickets a year

michael
claxton

in advance to be on "The Bozo Show,"
and every child in America knew the
star's name. So George's whiny argument with Eric the Clown is merely
the angst-ridden cry of a generation
when its icons are scorned.
I thought of this when I heard on
the news that there may soon be a nationwide shortage of clowns. According
to the President ofClowns ofAmerica,
membership has plummeted in recent
years as fewer and fewer young people
dream about running away with the
circus to become a clown. The COA has
lost 1,000 members in the last decade.
"The older clowns are passing away,"
lamented Glenn Kohlburger, who cites
a declining interest in the profession
as the reason for its potentially grim
future.
The story has been an easy target
for humorists, who were standing by
with a predictable volley of tiny-car
jokes, seltzer cracks and snarky comments about polka-dot bow-ties and
oversized shoes. Not to mention a
seething undercurrent of anti-clown
prejudice.
I realize that the cultural tide
turned against clowns long ago. For a
generation who loves labeling things as
"creepy," the spectacle ofadults wearing
white make-up and red rubber noses
is just too bizarre to.accept. No matter
that the slapstick antics of clowns have

delighted circus-goers for centuries. No
matter that Bozo, Emmet Kelly and
Ronald McDonald were long-running
staples of American pop culture. No
matter that the funeral for Chuckles
the Clown on "The Mary Tyler Moore
Show" was one of the all-time funniest
moments in television history.
The sardonic mavens who now rule
our culture have decided that clowns
are creepy, and that is that. They point
to the Joker on "Batman" and other
white-faced psychos as evidence and
then greet the upcoming clown shortage with undisguised glee, high-fiving
each other with joy buzzers.
But.for that tiny handful of children
in the world who are not scared of
clowns, and for those who still think
the art of pratfalls and pantomime is
worth saving, there is a silver lining to
the clown crisis. Ringling Brothers is
not only keeping its clowns, but the
venerable circus is raising the bar on
clowning. Of the over 500 applicants
for a job with the show this past season,
only 11 made the cut. So far, then, the
shortage hasn't hit America's most
famous big top. Even if the job market
is tough for clowns these days, the fact
· that there were 500 who cared enough
to try for the big time is heartening.
It suggests that there is still a demand
for highly-skilled lunacy in America.
And not just in Congress.
It's enough to make a fellow want
to run off and join the circus.

M ICHAEL CLAXTON is a g uest
writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
mclaxto l@harding.edu.
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Baseball continues to im rove
The
Underdog
I would be willing to place
a bet (not for money, ofcourse,
since that is against the rules)
with you that ifyou turn on
ESPN right now, there wiU
be something dealing with
the NFL combine.
Something I have noticed
while watching the coverage
is that the underdogs are
seriously underrated.
In life, the underdog is
someone who critics expect
to fail but in the end proves
the critics wrong. In football,
this is not an uncommon
phrase. You always hear
commentators calling the
lower-ranked team the
underdog. Sometimes you
hear about players who have
been through adversity, and
theyare deemed an underdog.
1his year's combine was
not short on underdogs.
These players come from all
over the country to show the
scouts they are NFL-ready
and should be drafted.
One underdog who stuck
out to me (and a lot ofmedia
analysts) was Blake Bordes
from UCF. Bordes was the
only one of the "Big Three"
(Johnny Manziel, Teddy
Bridgewater and Bordes) to
participate in drills during
the combine. Bartles impressed the scouts with his
strong throwing abilities
and broad body build. It
seems that Bordes simply
looks the part of an NFL
quarterback.
In my opinion, Bordes is
more than just able to look
the part of an NFL quarterback; he can act like it as
well. Bordes always acts in a
way that is far past his age.
Heading into a hopeful
NFL career, Bordes seems
to have a good head on his
shoulders. I do not know if
this has anything to do with
being called an underdog
and feeling like he needs
to prove he belongs, but I
would like to think it has a
little to do with it.
I will leave )00 with a quote
from a combine interview.
Bordes was asked about
how he would deal with not
playing right away even if
he was a top-five pick. He
responded with ease.
"There's no doubt I need

coaching; I need help,"Bortles
said. "I think everybody in
the game does. There (are)
reasons why all these greats
out there are continuing
to play and continuing to
work in the offseason and
get coached."
Thatis a playerwho,cbpite
being called an underdog at
times, has proved his critics
wrong by simply playing
hard and speaking with a
respect for the game.

ALEX EZELL is the sports
editor for the 20132014 Bison. She may be
contacted at
aezell@harding.edu.
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Senior outfielder Trent Wooldridge prepares to step into the batter's box during a game against Truman State University on Feb. 16. The Bisons
won 9-4. Harding will play Southeastern Oklahoma State University today at 2 p.m. and tomorrow at 12 p.m. and 3 p.m. at Jerry Moore Field.

by Shane Schock
asst. sports editor

The Harding baseball team split their doubleheader Tuesday afternoon
against Henderson State University, giving the Bisons a 9-5 record overall.
Last weekend the team took two ofthree games in their Great American
Conference opener against Southern Nazarene University. They scored
25 runs in the first game, opening the conference schedule with a bang.
"We traveled to SNU for our three-game conference series opener,"
senior first baseman Matt Calhoun said. "We took two of three from
them and would like to have swept them, but winning two of three puts
us in a good position for this upcoming weekend against a hot team
coming to our park."
Calhoun, batting .357 with three homeruns and 14 RBis this year,
leads the team in all three categories with players who have played in 10
or more games this season.
Graduate assistant Alex Smith said Calhoun has been outstanding
·for them this year, just as they thought he would be. He said Calhoun
hits third in the lineup, and they lean on him to produce in big RBI
opportunities, which Smith said he has done so far this season.
Calhoun drove in two of the Bisons' six runs in their win against
HSU in the second game Tuesday Sophomores Andrew Fiddler and
Jacob Stripling pitched well, giving up only one run each in the series.

Unfortunately, the Bisons could not get any runs across the plate during
the game for Fiddler to get the win.
Smith said Fiddler and Stripling put up great performances for their
team, but in the first game, they just could not capitalize on the opportunities they were given to score runs.
The Bisons are almost a third ofthe way through the season, sitting with
a record above .500, but still have a long way to go until the season ends.
"The season is a process, and our team is trying to learn from past
experiences so we only make a mistake once and then learn from it,"
Calhoun said. "What separates great teams from good teams is their
ability to capitalize on key moments in the game, and as a team we are
getting better at winning the situational moments that, over the course
of a season will make us tough to handle as a unit."
The Bisons had Wednesday and Thursday off to prep before heading
into their three game conference series this weekend.
"We just need to stick together and keep competing," senior pitcher
Bronson Smith said. "Everything else will take care of itself."
Bronson Smith, who plans on pitching this weekend, said he just wants
to get outs, and whether they're the first three outs or the last three outs,
he wants to set the tone and give his team a chance to win.
The Bisons start their three-game series against Southeastern Oklahoma State University this afternoon at Jerry Moore Field starting at 2
p.m. This will be Harding's second conference series matchup of the year.

Softball refuses to settle during opening season
by Alex Ezell
sports editor

The softball team split a doubleheader
matchup against Christian Brothers University on Tuesday, Feb. 25 in Memphis,
Tenn. The Lady Bisons won the first
game 5-1, then were defeated 12-10 in
the second game. The doubleheader was
a non-conference game. Harding is now
10-5 overall for the season.
Junior outfielder Carolyn Clayton
said it took the team a few innings to get
warmed up, but they produced runs to
get the win. She also said the team has
things they could improve upon.
"We can still work on our mentality
and mentally preparing ourselves for each
game and play we face," Clayton said.
According to Clayton, since this is
the first season for the Harding softball
program, the women have had to build
team chemistry to be successful.
Head coach Phil Berry said the team
has named four girls as captains: sophomore catcher Jessica Greene, junior
pitcher Amber Rollins, sophomore utility
player Emily Jones and Clayton. These
girls have helped the team grow closer
on and off the field.
"The team is very close, and it started
with many of them working our summer
camp lastJune,"Berry said. "They began
to bond then, and it progressed from

there. Most of our 12 freshmen are on
the same hall in the dorm and support
each other constantly."
Another obstacle the Lady Bisons have
faced so far is being called an underdog.
According to freshman infielder/pitcher
Brookelynn Moon, the team is trying
to bring attention to the program by
showing they belong.
"My team may be the underdog in this
conference, but we will be a team who
will never settle for being at the bottom
or even middle or second," Moon said.
"We will be champions, because in the
end we will have become and achieved
the greatness everyone thought we never
had."
The team hopes the Harding community will continue to support them for
the rest of their inaugural season. The
Lady Bisons are set to play Southeastern
Oklahoma State University today and
tomorrow in Durant, Okla. Today the
games begin at 1 and 3 p.m. Tomorrow
the times are 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Clayton said she hopes this will be a
season for the team and fans to remember.
The team loves to have fun during the
games, and it helps to have fans there to
be loud with them.
"We really appreciate all the support
DJ LAWSON THE BISON
we have gotten so far, and we hope that Junior pitcher Amber Rollins winds up for a pitch during
the students and fans would want to be a a game versus Southern Nazarene University on Feb. 22.
part ofit as much as we do," Clayton said. The Lady Bisons won three out of four games last weekend.
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MLB fans petition for holiday Tennis battles through St. Louis
Alexis Hosticka

Who doesn't like a day
off to go watch baseball?
The sun on my face, (too
many) hot dogs, the classic
seventh-inning stretch and
watching the Cubs lose are
some of my favorite things.
Simply put, baseball is my
favorite sport and always
has been. It's timeless and
clas.5ic. But that doesn't mean
it merits a national holiday.
Earlier this week, Hall of
Farner and former Cardinals
shortstop Ozzie Smith and
Budweiser began petitioning
the White House to make
baseball's opening day a
national holiday. The petition on the White House
website states that Smith
and Budweiser want you to
join them in their "quest to

make sure every American
can exercise their inalienable
right to celebrate the day
those two magical words
are uttered for the first time:
'play ball!"'
Correct me ifl'm wrong,
but I'm pretty sure our
constitutional rights don't
include,the attendance of
baseball games and the
consumption of Cracker
Jacks. The government's
job isn't to create frou-frou
holidays; they have much
bigger problems on their
hands. But with 100,000
signatures on the petition
within only a couple ofdays,
the government is legally
required to respond to the
petition . .
I think an extra day off
would be amazing, but I just
can't validate it. And besides,
we'd probably have to go
to school anyway since we
don't even get the day off
for President's Day.
Think about what our
national holidays are: In-

dependence Day, Memorial
Day and Thanksgiving are
days that hold historical
importance. The roots of
baseball aren't even American - they're English. If
we gave baseball its own
holiday, I can only imagine
what would follow. Soon
someone will be petitioning
for national holidays for each
member ofOne Direction's
birthdays and one for the
Women's Professional
Softball League opening
day (equal rights for baseball
and softball, right?)
Ifbaseball is y0ur passion
and opening day is the
highlight of your spring,
then take a vacation day.
There's no reason your boss
should have to pay you for
a day of relaxing in the
bleachers unless you make
an independent decision to
take a day off.
I love baseball, and I love
that its an American tradition.
But let's keep it at that- a
tradition, not a holiday.

by Julie White
student writer

This week in St. Louis, Mo., the
men's and women's tennis teams lost
their first matches of the season to
University of Missouri at St. Louis,
with the men finishing 5-2 and the
women finishing 5-4.
Tuesday, the women's team defeated
Lindenwood University 6-0. The men's
team lost 2-5. The men's team is ranked
No. 4 in the ITA Central Region with
a 4-2 record overall. The women's team
is ranked No. 9 with a 5-3 record.
Marco Ruiz, head coach of both
teams, said he is pleased with the Bisons'
overall performance so far this season.
"We have definitely seen some early
success this season by doing well in the
ITA tournament and getting wins in our
early matches of the season," Ruiz said.
Ruiz said the toughest upcoming
matches for the women would be
against Southwest Baptist University,
Drury University and Arkansas Tech
and Drury, Northwest Missouri and
Ouachita Baptist for the men. In order
to prepare for these difficult matches,
the teams practice for two and a half
to three hours each day, along with
morning conditioning sessions.
"We have been doing a lot of conditioning and work on our footwork;
that is really important for tennis,"
Ruiz said. "We also focus on drills to
simulate match play combined with
doubles strategy drills."
Sophomore Ali Rowden said the

team's goal is to prove itself as a contender this season.
"The biggest challenge we will face is
proving that we are here to compete and
showing people we are good,'' Rowden
said. "Harding's women's tennis hasn't
been great the past few years, but this
year we have the talent, and we have
the fight. We just need the strength to
overcome the mental side of the game."
Rowden also said the team has a
special familial bond that exists both
on and off the court.
"Our tennis team is a family - girls
and boys," Rowden said. "We can joke,
we can fight, but when it comes down
to it, I would jump in front of a bullet
for each one of them. We train together,
hurt together and play together. That is
a bond some people may never experience and it brings us closer and closer."
Senior Alex Ford also said relationships within the teams are strong.
"I believe this year's team is one of
the closest teams we have ever had since
I have been here," Ford said. "We all
respect each other and cheer each other
on no matter what the circumstances are."
Ruiz said both teams display plenty of
work ethic along with their camaraderie.
"They feed off each others energy
and help each other out every day,"
Ruiz said. "This is definitely one of the
hardest working tennis teams Harding
·has ever had."
Ruiz said the teams' goals moving
forward are "to win (their) upcoming
conference matches and qualify for the
ITA Regional Championships."
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Any of the states that
are warm year-round,
because there would
be no duck hunting.

Hawaii, because it's
not fair anyone gets
to live there.
aircraft missions as
Goose and Maverick
with my roommate.

RomComs.

Batman, because he's

Batman. It was one of

Our Athletes ' Views
on Pop Culture
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If you could get rid of one ,
Texas, because they Texas. J'd sell them
of the states in the U.S:,,which thir:I/< they're the best
to Mexico.
and they're not.
would it be and why? <•
Do you have a guilty ~~ :. .11 . ~-.
pleasure?
·

i If you could be Batma~
! or Robin, pick one and

' why?

If you won the lottery,
what would you do with
the money?
What would you want your

epitaph on your gravestone
to be?

•

Toe rings.

Ice cream.

Batman, because
he gets the girl.

Batman,

Batman, because he's
the leader, and I've
always been taught to
be a leader and not a

because of Cat
Woman.

Give to Harding.

good time.

''No ragrets.
Not even
one letter."

goes to North
Dakota?

Pretending to fly

I like the
Dixie Chicks. .

I would invest wisely
and have a

North Dakota. Who

"He gone."

follower.

wealthy, has cool toys to
play with and he's in
charge.

I would never win
Buy a new Harding
the lottery, because I charter bus for the
would never play the
athletic teams.
lottery.

MMIH - Meet Me
. In Heaven.

"I'd rather be laying
here than in

the first words I ever
said.

Not spend it all

at once.
Romans 12:12.

Texas."
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Chapel talk
spurs tweets
for a cause
by Haleigh Edge
asst. copy editor
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Senior Zak Kelley interviews senior Karissa Faulk on Feb. 28 for his new podcast series. Kelley is creating the series for an
independent study course he is doing under the supervision of Jim Miller, director of the mass communication program.

Sharing stories through podcasts
by Daniel Casella
student writer

Senior general studies major Zak
Kelley said he decided to pursue
podcasting as a new independent
study after becoming interested in
it as a medium for sharing other
people's stories. After exploring the
idea, Kelley approached Jim Miller,
director of the mass communication
program, who agreed to oversee the
independent study this semester to
compliment Kelley's focus on missions
and photojournalism.
"When you experience something,
you h ave options: You can hoard
that experience to yourself and tell
no one about it, or you can share it
with everybody," Kelley said. "I feel
like we h ave responsibilities as missionaries, as people who experience
things bigger than ourselves, to relay
that experience somehow."
Miller said he was excited to
oversee Kelley's independent study
on podcasting.
"One of the things I love about
higher education is that we're all

always learning, especially in the field
of media," Miller said. "Media change
so rapidly today in our digital world
that we need to experiment and learn
about new ways of telling stories, new
ways of reaching our audiences. In
this case, I'm kind of learning with
(Kelley), because podcasting is not
something in my background."
The theme of Kelley's first podcast,
which made its premiere Monday on
SoundCloud, is "Lemonade: Making
the Most ofWhat Life Gives You."The
podcast features senior Holly Bohnett
and sophomore Jessica Markwood as
well as the song "Lemonade" by the
Alaskan band, The Thneeds.
The Thneeds learned of Kelley's
podcast from a mutual friend and
invited him to feature the band's
song. Kelley said he was unsure
about featuring The Thneeds' song
in his podcast when the band first
contacted him. But after realizing
the band was offering to let him use
it for free and the song fit perfectly
with the theme, he took the offer.
"It's really exciting when people
can seek you out over something

that hasn't even started yet," Kelley
said. "They have no proof of who I
am or what I'm creating, but it was
just cool that they would stick their
arm out and let me use their music."
Kelley said he hopes the opportunity
for people to share stories by podcast
will help them realize h ow much
their stories matter and encourage
them to share more. For Markwood,
understanding the import ance of
sharing stories partly came through
sharing her own.
"Everybody has a story and everybody has just weird things that
happen in their lives," Markwood
said. ''A lot of the things that I share
I never thought were interesting
until someone asked me about them,
and then we ended up connecting
through that."
Markwood also said she felt the
podcasting medium is underestimated
and expressed the desire for it to
become more popular at Harding.
Kelley invites anyone who would
like to share his or her storyvia podcast
to contact him zkelley@harding.edu
or via Facebook message.

On Friday Feb. 14, Andrew Baker, director of
the Mitchell Center, spoke in chapel about Colton
Gordon, an 11-year-old boy who underwent openheart surgery. In his talk, he encouraged students to
take action in living out the call ofChrist. In response
to Baker's discussion, many Harding students took
to Twitter, tweeting #PrayingForColton.
"The objective at the end was just to get people
to see love in action," Baker said. "Paul says in Romans 12, 'Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil,
cling to what is good.'That's not a philosophy it's
an action. So, being that it was Valentine's Day, the
goal was to just see some form of action, and here's
something easy that could be done that would be
extremely encouraging to not just Colton, but to
lots of people."
Baker said the goal was not just to encourage
Colton; it was to encourage his entire family.
"(The Harding community) saw an action, and
responded to it," Baker said.
Students in Baker's freshman Bible classes got
even more involved, purchasing a variety ofdifferent
items for Colton including Bibles, balloons and cards.
Freshman Morgan Miller, an exercise science and
leadership and ministry double major, said it was a
great service opportunity.
"We knew of what had happened because Mr.
Baker had spoken in chapel, and that day in class
we were talking about how to love people and how
to be what Christ would want us to be," Miller said.
"(Baker) challenged us to do what we would want
someone to do (for us) ifwe were in that situation.
So, he gave us the last 20 minutes in class to do
whatever we felt like we needed to do."
To encourage Colton, Miller and a few fellow
classmates purchased a Bible from the bookstore,
wrote a prayer for him and they each highlighted
verses they thought Colton would want to read.
"H opefully it will be a Bible that (Colton) can
go to whenever he needs something," Miller said.
In regard to the amount of social media awareness
surrounding Colton, Baker said he was not keeping
track ofor expecting it to become a social media trend.
"The objective at the end was to encourage a kid,"
Baker said. "It takes nothing for a college student to
tweet 'praying for Colton', but when that collective
momentum happens, it's another of many forms of
encouragement that can be given."
Amy Gordon said her family is very appreciative
of the warmth, love and prayers they have received.
She said Colton was released from the hospital
sooner than he was supposed to be released, and
he's doing much better than expected. In response
to his condition she said, "God is amazing, and it's
amazing to see how God works.''

Town and gown, part one: Harding and Searcy government
by Matt Ryan
features editor

Searcy may not seem like
a big town, especially to the
many students who come to
Harding from larger cities. It
can, therefore, be tempting for
those students who are not familiar with the city to assume
that Searcy is merely a college
town, $UStained and maintained
by Harding's long-term presence
and continued growth over
the years. Harding does, after
all, play a major role in the
community. But as temporary
residents living among Searcy's
more permanent citizens, it is
important for students to take
the time to understand their
place and Harding's role in the
wider community.
As an institution of higher
education and as one of the
top three employers in Searcy,
H arding draws many people
from across the nation to the
city in search of both jobs and
education. Because of its prominent role in the city, Harding
University and many of the
people associated with it often
interact with Searcy on the level
of city government. Chancellor
D avid B. Burks often worked

..

alongside members of the city
government during his time
as Harding's fourth president
and has continued involvement
with several civic organizations.
Burks said he believes Harding's
relationship with city hall is a
two-way street.
"We very much influence
the city, and we are very much
influenced by the city," Burks
said. "I always talk about that
reciprocal relationship, that
'town and gown' relationship.
I think that Searcy has been
good for Harding, and so I think
it's also important that faculty
members and administrators
also be involved in civic clubs
and therefore take part in the
community. It's important for
everyone to be involved in the
community where they live."
Burks said he has served as
the president of the Chamber
of Commerce and is currently a
member of the Searcy Regional
Economic Development Corporation. Since stepping down
as president of Harding, Burks
said he decided to become more
involved with the political
side of the Searcy community.
Most recently, Burks said he
was highly involved with the
"Our Town" campaign, which

successfully campaigned to raise
local sales tax by 1 percent in
order to provide more services
to the community.
City Councilman Mike
Chalenburg, who is also Harding's assistant vice president
for information systems and
technology, said Searcy city
government provides a number
ofimportant things for Harding
and its students.
"On a more obvious level,
Searcy provides infrastructure
for Harding, but it also provides
opportunities in a lot of ways,"
Chalenburg said. "There are a
lot of Harding employees or
students who work in various
functions in the community,
where they can help coach a
softball team or help out in
lots of other ways."
Chalenburg said that though
the relationship between Harding administration and city
government is overwhelmingly
beneficial, there have historically
been some tensions that arose
from time to time over what is
best for the city and the university. Still, he said he thinks such
tensions were not the result of
conflicting interests or malice,
but more of miscommunication
of intentions.

"For a while, it seemed like of families of Harding faculty
there was more of a divide than and administrators, including
there is now," Chalenburg said. that of Cliff Ganus Jr., Hard"It seems like now it is much ing's chancellor emeritus. As
more integrated and the line that mayor, he said he has enjoyed
used to be there has mostly gone opportunities to work with
away. I think people figured out Harding on building projects
that it was the right thing to do and to speak on behalf of the
and that while there may have city during President Bruce
been some misunderstandings McLarty's inauguration last
over the years, that there has year. Morris said he had the
never been a negative agenda chance to speak with McLarty
on either side, and that everyone just before the board announced
really just wants to do what is he would be the next president.
best for the city."
'We were doing the dedication
W very m\K:h •nRu.nwil:llll! of the first phase of Legacy Park
the day the board announced
th tlty, hd WI ar
'Very much'""~ by their decision that (McLarty)
th· city. I alweya talk had been chosen to be the fifth
ttout that reclproc•• president," Morris said. "He
retlttoniftlP, tft t 'tOWft was standing very close to me
nd own•.-.latkm Ip. there at the ceremony, and I
shook hands with him and
wished him luck and told him
I looked forward to working
Searcy Mayor David Morris with him if he was chosen. I
said h e is very positive about found out later that day that
the future of that relationship. they had chosen him as the
Although he never attended next president, so I joked with
Harding as a student, he has him later that it was that lucky
a long-standing relationship handshake I gave him that put
with the university on both him over the top."
perso n al a nd professional
Morris said he looks forward
levels. Growing up in Searcy, to continued cooperation with
Morris said he had the chance Harding as he works with
to spend time with a number McLarty in the future .
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Small Campus,
Big Style

Something that has been on my
mind quite frequently this semester
is how much the definition of style
differs from person to person. It is
difficult for me to write to students
who have so many different ideas
of what fashion truly is and what
it means to people. We are all diverse in our ways of dress. We have
varying definitions of what looks
good, and some of us honestly just
do not care. However, there is one
universal truth about fashion and
style and how it relates to every
individual: it gives us confidence.
I was having a discussion several
weeks ago with my very fashionable
about 12.5 hours away, allowing a road
friend Elizabeth Harper. We were by Reid Belew
trip to be easily tackled by a team of four
talking about how disappointing student writer
it is to hear people talk negatively
drivers and a few beefjerky pouches. On
College is a lot of work. Tests, papers
about others who wear something
the way there, you'll be able to stop in St.
and assignments fill most of our time.
that makes them feel confident. The
Louis and Indianapolis, both of which
Slowly over the semester, your blood
specific topic was girls who wear
are excellent places to buy airbrushed
becomes infused (in some cases replaced)
T-shirts, slushies or dream catchers to
high-heels to class. All too often,
with coffee, and your main motivation
hang from your rear view mirror. The
I see posts on social media of girls
for waking up is going back to sleep that
not only expressing their opposidrive to Cedar Point offers pleasantries
night. You know what I'm talking about.
tion to wearing heels to class, but
along the journey nearly on par with
Alas, in your lowest moment,
actually saying very harsh things
those awaiting you upon arrival.
midterms arrive. Talk about kicking you
about those who do. It is hard
while you're down. Over the hill that is
for me to understand how people
midterms, a bright light shines. With Spending a week carving fresh powder
can be so ready to volunteer harsh
that light, we find rejuvenation for our seems out of the reach of college stuwords about a person who is simply
now weary and down-trodden brains. dents. It's a 16+ hour drive, and it isn't
dressing in a way that makes them
That light is spring break.
the cheapest option. You need a place to
feel their best.
Spring break is the golden nectar stay, and you need gear. It's a lot to take
Imagine a time when you felt
of the college world. With those nine on in the planning stages. Thankfully,
confident and excited to be seen
days of freedom, the world is at your www.collegeskitrips.com offers search
in public because ofwhat you were
features that allow you to view student
wearing. Now imagine walking past fingertips. Often, the question asked
discounts that apply to ski resorts, hotels
is "But where do we go?"
a group ofpeople dressed differently
and
rental companies. When you pile on
I'll
do
what
I
can
to
help.
,
6
than you and ·overhearing them
.1. ~ Pomt. ~ ~ discounts, you can save a large sum of
criticize what you have on. Even
worse, imagine looking on Twitter Everyone loves a good theme park, so money and still get a legitimate week in the
and seeing a tweet that is bashing why not go to the one that has the most mountains. It may require more planning
girls who wear what you happen to attractions? Ced ar Point h as 72 rides, than other trips, but it is most definitely
be wearing. How much confidence which is a world record. Cedar Point is worth the time.
do you have left? Probably not much.
I have a lot offirst-hand experience
with lost confidence because ofwhat
someone has said about my outfit.
My particular style often comes with
criticism. I mix random colors and
wear a lot of weird patterns. My
pants are high-waist more often
than not, and I am the queen of
wearing things that do not match.
Heck, I have a button-up shirt that
is covered in tacos. However, there
is a method behind the madness
The Strange Science of Picking a Campus Bathroom
of my outfits. I wear what makes
me feel most confident and what
by Zach Hailey
For those who excuse themselves from
I feel truly represents me.
student writer
Bible class and go to the restroom, you
I am not saying I am not guilty of
will
most likely experience the interesting
criticizing what other people have
We
all
are
well
acquainted
with
many,
if
that I like to call "Mclnteer
phenomenon
worn. In the past I have been that
person who has tweeted about an not most, of the numerous bathrooms the Elevator Bathroom Vertigo."There are three
outfit or has whispered about what university has to offer. For some, finding identically designed bathrooms stacked on top
someone is wearing. I would go as a restroom is a matter of convenience or of each other on either side of the elevator in
far to say that I was even that person worse, urgency. Others seek leisure and the central rotunda ofthe Mclnteer building.
all the way through last semester. will accept nothing less. All envision the Ifyou spend enough time in said bathroom,
It was not until this semester that same place when "restroom" and "leisure" are once you exit, you can immediately forget
I actually spent time sitting and used in the same sentence. Yes, the David B. what floor you are on. Even trying to look
thinking about why people wear Burks Heritage restrooms reign high above for visual cues to help identify what floor
all other peasant toilets.
you are on won't always help, because the
what they wear.
of
these
bathrooms
decor is the same for each floor. Over time,
The
design
and
style
My reason for talking about this
is that I want people to understand scream "White House." Real granite floor students seem to adapt to the trickiness of
what it took me so long to discover. tiles, real fake plants and symmetry are the these bathrooms.
Finally, and probably the most wonderful
I want you to see what took me so three key factors in making this place not only
but
also
making
you
think
of
restrooms
on campus, are those above the
a
relaxing
setting,
long to finally see. People do not
wear high heels or ripped jeans or you aren't $ 80,000 dollars in debt. The only Heritage. Few know of these hidden knolls,
vintage sweaters for nothing. People negative thing that can be said about these which make them excellent for those seeking
wear these things because they feel restrooms are the "complementary" Skype a little more privacy. There are a plethora
happy in them, and it conveys to reflections embedded on the granite floor. of these two-stalled, one-sink restrooms
The most forgettable restrooms on campus scattered among the halls of the building.
everyone else a small sense ofwho
are the ones you remember only when you Occasionally, these bathrooms will be filled
they are.
simply
cannot wait any longer to use them. with students who walk through the breezeway
I still slip. Sometimes I say
The
cafeteria
restrooms are extremely con- on their way to class, but through the late
something critical before I realize
venient
and
squeaky
clean as well. Nothing afternoon and into the night, nothing but
I have said it. But in the end, I still
know that just because I do not will ruin an appetite more than an unclean the sound of the ceiling fan can be heard
within these stalls.
understand or relate does not mean restroom in a food establishment.
I should look down on someone
else for feeling good. Next time you
want to publicly criticize someone
for their style, think about how you
would feel ifsomeone said the same
things about what makes you feel
confident. I sure would hate that.
1
Wouldn't you?
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Ponca is the takeoff for many hiking
and backpacking trails all along the
Buffalo National Forest, which provides
chances to canoe, backcountry camp,
ride horses, fish and view the herd of
elk that roam through the forest.
Not far from the community center
lies Hemmed- In Hollow, the tallest
waterfall between the Rockies and
the Appalachians at 209 feet. Ponca is
about a three-hour drive from campus.
If you're looking to get in touch with
your outdoorsy side or just truly unplug
for a week, look into spending time in
Ponca.
As daunting or stressful as planning
a spring break trip may be, it is worth
your investment. You are only given
four during your time at Harding, and
at the end of the day, college is a time
to make memories. A free week to go
nearly wherever you want is too valuable
to be wasted.
Finish all your h omewo rk before
you leave, and go enjoy a week of no
obligation to school work.

-Women's Tennis, 6 p.m.
Friday
-"Macbeth" 7 p.m. Friday &
Saturday at the Ulrey
-Midnight Oil Porch Series,
8 p.m. Friday
-"F rozen "3 p.m., 7 p.m.,
9:30pm, Saturday, Admin
-Chorus with Arkansas
Symphony 8 p.m., Saturday,
Robinson Center, Little Rock
-Baseball, 2 p.m. Friday,
12 p.m., 3 p.m., Saturda y
-"The Main Cheese"a gourmet
grilled cheese restaurant
opened Wednesday in Little
Rock
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